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REMABKS 

Claims 1-37 are pending in the present application. Ckims 1-3^ 5-10, and st^d 
rejected under 35 aS.C § 102(b) as anticipated by AHaiie, European Patent No, EP 077 07 19 Bl. 
Claims 4 and 11 stand objected to as dependent upon a rejocted base claim but have been found 
to contain patentable subject matter. By the present amfindment Ihe Applicant has rewrittEn 
the sutject matter of claims 4 and 11 into independent form^ now presented with dependencies 
as new claims 15^7, and has canceled claims 1-14 without prejudice to the subf^t matter 
thereof or to the filing of a continuation application. 

Specifjcally, claim 4 has been rewritten in independent form, including the limitations of 
claims 1 and 3, as claim 15. Claims 16-23 comprise subject matter previously found in claims 
dependent upon claim 1. Since claim 4 has been indicated to be allowable if rewritten as in the 
present amendment, it is respectfully submitted that claim 15 and its dependencies, claims 16- 
23^ are allowable. 

Claim 11 has been rewritten in independent fornv including the limitations of claims 1 
and 6, as claim 24, Claims 25-30 comprise subject matter previously found in claims dependent 
upon claim 1 or claim 1 Jr Since datm 11 has been indicated to be allowable if rewritten as in the 
present amendment, it is respectfully submitted that claim 24 and its dependencies^ claims 25- 
30> ate allowable. 

Claim 11 has also been rewritten in independent form, including the limitations of claim 
7, as claim 31. Claims 32-^7 comprise subject matter previously found in claims dependent 
upon claim 7 or 11. Since claim 11 has been indicated to be allowable if rewritten as in the 
present amendment, it is respectfully submitted that claim 31 and its dependenoes, claims 32- 
37, arc allowable. 
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The applicant hsis made this amendment in order to allow the applicdtion to proceed to 
allowanc:e and issuance based upon the subject matter indicated to be allowable, and ihe 
cancellation of claims 1-14 is intended to be without prejudice to the filing of a continuation 
application having claims directed to the subject matter of claims 1-14* 

It Is believed ttiat the present invention places the application in condition for allowance. 

A petition for a one-month exrtension of dme is presented herewith. Because the 
applicants prior amendment was filed within 2 months of the mailing date of the 0££[ce Action 
to which the amendment was responsive^ and the advisory action was mailed more than 3 
months after tihe mailing date of the Office Action^ then it is respectfully subodtted that the fee 
for the extension of time is to be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. 
Authorization for the Commissioner to debit the applicant's attorney's Deposit Account for the 
amount of the fee is granted in the petition. 
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CONCLUSION 

Based on the foregomg, it is respectfully submitted that the application, as amended, is 
now in condition for allowance, and an ^rly indication of same and passage to issuance are 
courteously solicited. 

The presentation of new claims in excess of the number previously paid for requires a 
fee in the amount of $54.00. This fee was paid with the previous response, so it is believed that 
no fee for additional claims is due. The Commissioner is authorized to charge any deficiency, 
or to credit any overpayment to the applicant's atfcome/s Deposit Account No. 18-1215» 


RespectfuUy submitted. 




i M. Harrington 
BgT No. 47,632 
Attorney for Applicant 
Kennedy Covington Lobdell & Hickman, LLP 
Hearst Tower, 47th Floor 
214 North Tryon Street 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28202 
(704) 331-7S41 
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